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European Commission is requested to set out

SCNE
THE SCENE

(SDGs).



SDGs
To be followed in ll cases

UN - Sustainable Development Goals agreed by 193 Countries

SDGs



Towards Sustainable Future

•Environmental sustainability
e.g. climate change, pollution, biodiversity

•Societal sustainability
e.g. poverty, health, food security, hunger, peace, justice, equality

•Economical sustainability
e.g. business, industry, employment



EU Green Recovery after COVID-19: May 27, 2020



The 7th Environment Action programme
(7th EAP) entered into force in 2014. 
It is now up to the EU institutions and
the Member States to ensure that 
priority objectives set out are met by 2020. 

EU policies for sustainability until 2050

The European 
Green Deal









the Joint Research Centre (JRC) of the European Commission (EC) carries out a review of 
current applications of New Genomic Techniques (NGTs) that are marketed worldwide, 

or are in a near-market development stage, in agricultural, pharmaceutical or industrial fields. 



• International Academic Partnership (Europe, Americas, Africa, Asia)
• Strong connections to UN and implementation of SDGs
• Part of SAPEA and the Science Advise Mechanism (SAM) of EU Commission



Collective voice of the National Academies of Science of the EU member states

Established 2000, 28 members (includes Norway and Switzerland and all EU 

Academies)

Source of independent scientific analysis and advice for policy-makers

- Interdisciplinary approach (18-25 experts from related research fields)

- Independent of commercial and political bias

- Scientific excellence

- Transparent processes

- Implementation of SDGs
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Science Advances 13 Dec 2019:
Vol. 5, no. 12, eaba2946
DOI: 10.1126/sciadv.aba2946 



EASAC endorses the Leopoldina et al. (2019) 
recommendations and now also reiterates our 
core recommendations on new breeding 
techniques from the previous EASAC work 
(2015, 2018)









The request by the European Council to the European Commission to clarify options 
to update the existing legislation, might be interpreted minimally by some only as an 
examination of how to deal with products where the mode of molecular change 
cannot be detected, but in our view, this would be a missed opportunity. 

The request from the Member States should rather be viewed as an invitation to the 
European Commission to set out the strategic options for EU agricultural innovation 
and responsibilities in a wider international context leading to a reopening  of 
Directive 2001/18/EC



EASAC reaffirms the importance of exploiting radical reform and urges the EU 
institutions to explore the options recommended by Leopoldina et al. (2019 and 
others:
• First, to revise the GMO definition/exemptions to enable the EU to capitalize on 

the plant breeding opportunities afforded by genome editing.
• Secondly, to develop a new legal framework to focus on traits not processes.
Reform is needed urgently: If provision is not made soon for an evidence-based 
flexible and proportionate regulatory framework, there is little prospect of 
agricultural innovation realizing its potential in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goal targets by 2030 or the EU maintaining international 
competitiveness.



Workshop with a British 
organisation ”Sence about Sciene”

Generation of an efficient system for science advice (SoFi)
has been a key activity of the Finnsh Academies

Science and the Society
Theme day 11.11.2019

IMPACT:
New Government Program (2019-2022):
Government is committed to science-based decision making!

Promotion of EASAC reports in Finland

Collaboration with Finnish Government






